

Ala. Attorney General Doggedly Probing 



By Douglas B. Feaver 

'' • ' 4-W ashiijsfton Post Staff w£i S; % 

■ Montgomery; Ai'a; '^ 

It£was" mor.fj thin 12 years 
ago thpfc'a. bomb ripped 

through-the 16th Street'-Bap: “He’s got a 'liair-trigger'i -i- 

tiSt Church -in Birmingham temper,”, said another, more, 

and killed four black girls in- nearly neutral, state - politi-; 
Sunday school. To this ,day£ C al observer. - “He occasion-^ 
no one has been ally says things that 'are a$, 

• Bill Baxley is. trying to; • littie erratic;, he' doesn’t al-i 
change that. At 34, he has ways give the .impression of.,; 
been Alabama’s . attorney;, - one . coolly in ' control. But) . 
general for. six years. Ho is tj-i-tIq,. ic.;....-].; 1 .,— .-.v, mri 

the son of 

abama Circuit 

and a graduate of the, TJrjl| 
versity of Alabama •• - law ■ 

school. He i| a strong, pehio,, 

■ critic contiid^i^ct^ ; was . one of. th 

1 neid:' iny -.extra. 

£TMgUy^Q^.td%i)rk ■ onlthat fr 
icasC” he'^said,' “From ’'thafl 
* , tife#;f-it w ?'’'haVpenhi, *- I r ve|| 
^long^l'f6f"the v daiy- .When we'** 

‘.i - /i rtlil /lli. J 1 A'tAXiifii- 




Fatal ’63 GhureliHiicid^nt 



jMssj^ ^mese sasi^f 






George C. WaBSce^gS g _ 
nor in l978. . * ^ 

‘T-want- to-solve” fhe.Bir- v , 

said in : anf inf erne w'heter^ 

■ : ceritiyi";^^ 

K shocking .that^an^orie Would 
swonder 

solved; it ought''to' f be solved/- 
: na matte|g^rp||^^^ 
Baxley r acquaintances say$ 
is a prosecutor who feel mo : t 
ral- outrage and , thinks; j 
crimes should be -prosecU-,-- 
ted, no matter what the - pn^,! 

. ■ rumcffl nr*p s '" or O hllticM': 



r Mysteries of the Ku Klux 

J ’“Klan-related "groUp's and . 
i 'a few other little-nut, groups 
were behind all the racial 
violence in the*Soutl} back, 
in those days,” Baxley said. 
“There was no qentrak.plan-' 
ning, like in ^Pentagon-type 
war ropin' ; . if .We.jhst had,” 
really, an autonomous" collect 
tion J 'aT’despots and' Bigots, 
most of ~ f whomr weref pretty? 

. sorry gpd on 1 the fringe 'of '? 

the law anyway''.? . <\The 
V / sham e "of ’ i f-’ : Tj?aW of u - "" 




r*dVlistin!g : the?’ 
■’ ’istanbii', 
OhrifL'f ; 




; propeigptr 

Stihgfc^ and -flair. ? And' 



there’s a tough’ one’ He' goes 
into court himself. It’s -his, 
-neck onithe^tpe, not that of j 
gome assistant,' -;- *• t ‘V- , 
;“He’s taken 'the.' steel in- 
dustry, and ; the..jninings egm;*, 
panties. head-on on, enyilr|)n- ; , 
mental Issues, ’'f.^aid' Vance 
“Industry, expects . govern- 
ment offrcials/to'be nice?tq ; i ’ 
them; and Baxfest hasn’t ali'j 
ways been nice. It may hurt -■ 
him if he .runs for governor^* 
and doesn’t, have that; sgp-'j 
port.” / ~ ‘ ^ 



Saidl%-*&. 

He" reopened 



lpngfldotmant investigation-* f y 
- ot the bombings'! His chief *; \ 
,? investigator, ‘p Jack. J Shows, I"’' 
and four others began build-'; 
ing' leads "'. and seeking!' 
^sources in a?searchj;hat .took;-"'-' 
them to at least two other ; ; 

;. Southern states and into the . 



> . ? stop; th^atropiEes that :^ese ! 
... goons', agd; thugs 5 wefe going 

~ 1 ; TI.q-vT '-•-< 41 *i f."-: 



gation began to warm up! 
several’ people were siibpoe- 
' naed and /interrogated, and 
news of Baxley’s lpng-secret' 
probe' leaked - in . the Bir- 
mingham newspapers.- ... u --'i 

• “ We were making much 
~ more' progress before it got 
out”, Baxley ' said?; “and i 
wish there was some way ifT, 
(the leak) bad never hap?-' 
Sf pened.”.,;- The . advantage of h 
surprise was gone, he said. .) 
. .Baxley is a, bachelor and?, 
his office reflects -a bach e- 5 
Jor’s clutter. There are only . 
two free chairs, 'a divan and 
- several other chairs. 1 are. 

piled with legal documents,' 

■ correspondence and other 
, paper. ,The portraits of five 
Presidents— Abraham Lin- , 
Coin, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

; Harry S/ Truman,- John F. 

Kennedy - and Lyndon i B,-- ' 
,. Johnson— are- arranged , 6n 
one. wall. “Men' I admire,” 

1 he said. - - 



If he had to make, the de- 
cision- today, “I. would say. 
I’d probably make' a rah” 
‘./fdr governor, he’ said.. “But .>■ 
whatever happens, I’m going 
?to get:;idut'of politics'by.'i.he 
time l’m 40.1 can’t think of 
a'nything worse than wakmg 
up :one morning when I’m 63 . 
or 64 years' old and fidd that 
some 'yqjing' guy lias.heat me 
ahd I’ve got no place to go. I " 
don’t think it’s gping to' he 
( the end if I 'get beat.” - 
? He wasn’t six months out 
;’pf : law'.schooi before he. won ? 
election as a ’ district prose- 




. with-; accepting bribes -*? or 
r with' misuses of office. The 
treasurer of , Jefferson 

Cfedupt^^ 1 v?as 

5 convicted J of- ! 1 accepting 
; bribes,; The. president of . the 
-S frrvrVP ignm- 




mission was convicted on fa 
■ bribery cfergeK Tfflge1.KCirg; 

; cuit Court'-clerks-’were ' con* 

; victed of various- offenses.. // 
dav/ WaUaee^a^rdii^ to'r 
Baxley and several- -others ^ 
familiar with- Alabama gov- - 
l erjti'ment,! has : ;n0t interfered 
in Baxley’s pursuits. ; c 
\ One of those pursuits has . 
been the investigatioh'pf .a 
• 19-year-old casi— the ‘death •; 
[’ of - Willie Edwards Jr-,/ a.' 
i black:[truck ' diiver. ! Bariey 
charge's that on the' night of 
Jan. 23' 1957, -EdwardsVwas/ 
forced- at gunpoint by. some ’ 
/Klansmen' to jump 40 feet- 
from a- highway /bridge to 
; the [Alabama Riv&vbelpw.f; : l 
/'Edwards’' body, wasfoufrdl 
! thiee months .later along the- ' 
riverbank in Montgomery. 
Now; Baxley is, seeking; first- 
degree murder indictments* 
of three men he. says took 
part. in that incident. 'His 
caseds based in pardon -the 
: testimony of formeri.-Klans- 
; man Raymond Britt, Who 
; says he. was , a witness and 
vwho ; has ; been/granted im- 
munity., '■ \ 

In March,’ ; murder slpdict- 
. • ; meats were returned ajainst. 

William (Sonny). Kyle- liiv- 
[ ingston Jr.;- ^;Jame$ feYork, 
/yS/and Henry; Alexander, 46. 

• But the indlctmehts;^ere ' 

. thrown out April., 14 by, Cir- 
cuit Court Judge 'Frank- vB. 
Embry’ because, , ?h'e;tsaid, 

- Baxley had/rnot demon- 
strated: [v^hether Edwards: 

;■ died from drowning or from- 
a falltland had -not proven 
that a... crime.- had beep, com- 

■ nutted,, -- , , 

, •-•V-Triat-samet^ 

■‘•was tabling a/ polygraph/ Cx[- 
i animation in New." York. .The-, 
results, Baxley arid defense 
attorney Boyle Fuller had 

■ “agreed/ would • be? admitted ? 
. ns. evidence:- in. further .pro- 
,'ceedings. Livingston “passed 

all the. tests,!’--; Fuller said. . 
• Livingston caUs witness 
- ' Britt “a liar.” ’ = - “ 

Embry;., later./. refused - fp 
, reinstate -- the? indictments;' 




death penalty was. ^..deter- 
rent The. reason 'he "didn’t 
[shoot- that store/clerk was 
not because of his/compas- 




hriwever, prosecutors . plan 
to seek new ones -against all 
three men. * u - 

- ♦ *■*■ - *> , 

“This is no problem,!! said.’ 1 

B,axley, “It means a two-; or " 

three-montii delay .'after 19, ... ... . , 

year-s.” " ; ^ electric chair”/ /.J VP 

Baxley is 'convinced, that .< The SUpreme- 4 Courf,'Bli§:- 
1 his pursuit' o£ old civil.rights - ley said; "was right" Wliejr'.tt 
cases has not hurj him with ' said the -death penalty “If ad 
i Alabama’s ' policenaeri : and - been used rindisCriminateiy 
, state troopers, whom he re- - against'’' bladkl/'^Hut!?^! 

. gards. as 1 a.source , 'of .political,-,- [other-' law's-’ 'vree&fobff&lpe " 
strength;. r<-'-v “ "p [/said, “and that doesn't [mean 
Policemen feel that “when >. we *throw - out J ofjjer 
they make an arrest^ Baxley laivs”^ ^ ~ 

. #ill -prosecute,” ‘ said Toni [ The death penaity V is s ohe - 
Smiley, secretary of the Al% of 1 the , few " philosophical 
[ bama 'Law Enforcement -Of- ’ questions on whieh^ Baxley 
“ fleers Association The asso- ’ and f Dr. =Riehard - Arrington - 
■ciatfon honored . Baxley 1 ' as 1 disagree/ Arrington saidrAr- 
its “outstanding lawman” of ; ringtoii i's’- one- op *- three 
1973 1 *> blacks *• on Brrmmgharifs 

j /Baxley "favors the- death’ nirie-membeirCity Council?® , 
^/penalty, a shift from his col-.;. 1 y in’ January^' Arringtorr^i- f ' 
lege days. .The- conversion'-' tfoduced'a resolution caHlrig 
came during the short pe- 1 for a full-scale CQuricil'iriveg- 
/riodbf time he was in’-pri- . ligatipirof thephurcri bOmh- 
vat'e practice. He was ap-V fug- in. 1963/ ’He y/as tfie 
pointed to defend a man; only black member Jo -vote 
charged with the armed rob- for ’ the resolution, [which 
' bery of a, convenience store failed 7 to 2.- 1 , ‘ 

- an. offense then ’punishable; ^.j/’The city ’government lias 
by death in Alabama. / always" been srispiciously 

« “I talked to my client, and quiet 'on J ‘ this;” 'Arrington, 
/he.told me one:.. thing,-;then ; said;‘“, : .“ and it- wassobvi- 



“anOther,” -'Baxley said. “I 
was young, and after three 
.Or four wild goose chases I 
.- realized he was lying to me. 

. So I • told him he could get 
the electric chair and sud-: 
denly, we had our firsti: 
meaningful conversation.” 

.“I became convinced the , 



ous (at the time~/of -the 
bombings) • that either fwc - 
bad Jthe sorriest police ’de- 
partment or there was some*-: 
•police ' collusion. The facl :. 
thafoBill- Baxley is?condirct' 
ing-ah investigation' mearisri ’ 
lot to me. If a case can stifl ; 
be made, he’ll make it” ; 






cs Associated Prebs- - 



•tTyler Goodwin Bridge, from wMeh Willie Edwards Jr. allegedly was forced to jump. 







